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The Deadl i ne

Synopsi s

After another failed marketing canpaign, the CEO of Green Boxes
has to find sonmeone that can create a new slogan for the conpany
before a comercial is shot the next day. He has the forner

mar ket i ng manager and the current marketing manager help himin
his search, which doesn't prove to be as easy as he thinks.

Set

Set in Green Boxes headquarters the day before a commercial is
shot, the CEO has to find a new slogan for the conpany before
the day is done in order to make the commercial on time, which
is more challenging than it seens.

Not e

The set is conprised of two roons right next to each other, a
conference roomwi th chairs and a | arge table, and an office
with a desk, a conputer, and a chair.

Lights up on an office. It looks like the typical CEO s office
in a nmovie. Aman is sitting in a chair. There is a man sitting
opposite him

Props (7)

TV

O fice supplies

various tel evision equipnent (lights, canera, etc.)
t abl es

banner s/ posters

a conputer

chairs
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Adam

Do you realize that if this ad canpaign fails, if our sales went
down too much | ast quarter, you are out and Kimis the new
mar keting director for Green Boxes?

Ryan
Yes! | know! You' ve only told me every time we've done this for
t he past 4 nont hs!

Adam

I can't sugarcoat this situation any |onger, Ryan. Sal es have
been down for nmonths now. We're dangerously close to bankruptcy.
If I didn't have Kim this conpany woul d' ve been history

al ready. Tonorrow is the day we shoot our new commercial. |
can't let it go through unless we see sone results.

Ryan

At | east give me one nore chance!

Adam

Look, you've been here for 15 years. You're the best marketing
director this conpany has ever had. But at sonme point, the
wheels start to fall off. Things aren't as good as they used to
be. People start viewing this conpany as a nostalgia act. |I'm
sorry to say that we are at this point.
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Ryan
Adam |listen to ne. |I've worked hard on this ad canpai gn because
I know ny job has been on the line for nonths now. | really hope
this is a hit.

Adam

Let's hope so too. For the sake of the conpany and ny
reput ation.

RYAN | eaves. KI M enters.

Adam

There she is! The assistant marketing director here to hopefully
cel ebrate our success.

Ki m
There's been a ton of publicity since |ast quarter began. A ton

of people viewed our |atest ad canpaign, which I think is
amazi ng.

Adam

It's been a nmonth since our new advertising canmpai gn came out
for Green Boxes. Was it you or Ryan who came up with the sl ogan
"Storing Won't Be Boring"?

Kim

It was Ryan.
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Adam

You had sonme ideas, didn't you?

Ki m

Yeah, but they weren't as good as the one he picked out and
ultimately used. He was really enthusiastic about using this
one, so | went with it.

Adam

I've known Ryan for years. If there's anything |I know, it's that
he's great for picking slogans and advertising canpai gns. But |
want to let you in on a little secret.

Ki m

Umn OK?

ADAM | eans i n.

Adam

Qur sal es have been down for months now. The nessage isn't
getting through to the people.

Ki m

What do you mean?

Adam

I m ght have to | et Ryan go.
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Ki m

No! You can't do that. Ryan's worked so hard over the past year.
You can't just fire him

Adam

I know what you're thinking. Even the best workers have bad
days. But the thing is, he's been in a slunmp for way too |ong

and there's been nore bad days than good. | want to believe that
he has good ideas left in him but |I'm honestly not seeing it.
For the sake of saving this conpany, it m ght have to conme to
fruition.

Kim
| guess you're right.

Adam

| really hope sales are up, though. We need this conpany to
bounce back. It would be a great norale booster for the rest of
t he enpl oyees!

Ki m

Most definitely. Isn't tomorrow the day that the new comerci al
is being shot?

Adam

Yes it is. That's something | want to talk to you about. If |
fire Ryan, we're going to have to pick the new assi stant

mar keting director in time for the new comrercial tonmorrow. That
means you're going to become the new marketing director. | hope
you can handl e this.
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Ki m

Wait. |I'mgoing to be the next marketing director if Ryan fails?
Adam

Yes, that's what | said.
Ki m

So if he gets fired, |I'm suddenly thrown into the position?
Adam

Why are you worried? You' ve been here for years training under
Ryan. When the tinme cones, either when he gets fired or | eaves,
you got this.

Ki m

| hope so.

Adam

| believe in you. Now go get ready for the quarterly report
reveal .

Li ghts down on ADAM s office. Lights up on a conference room
with everyone in it. In front of themis a TV and an envel ope on
t he table.

Adam

Shoul d we watch the commercial to bring us good luck?
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Ryan
Absolutely. This is bound to be the best comercial ever.
Kim

Let's do this!

KIMturns the TV on, while RYAN puts in a disc. When the disk is
| oaded, he presses play. ADAM appears on screen hol ding a Green
Box.

Adam

Do you ever find yourself struggling with ordinary boxes when
storing things? Try Green Boxes! Green Boxes are an
environmentally friendly alternative to regular storage boxes.
They can be recycl able and reusabl e! Green Boxes - \Where Storing
Won't Be Boring!

KIM and RYAN clap after the commercial ends. ADAM sm | es and
pats both of them on the back.

Did you like it?

Adam

"1l admt it. | did.
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Ki m

That's great.

Ryan

I hope sales are up in that case. We really need that jolt.

Ki m

I think everyone needs that boost of energy. This year hasn't
exactly gone according to plan.

Ryan
We'll be the ones to fix it. | know it!
Adam
Now t hat we've seen this comercial, Kim Ryan, | have sonething
to say to the both of you.
Ki m
What is it?
Adam

This is a make or break noment for this conmpany. We all know
t hat our sales haven't been the best for the past couple of
mont hs. We should be in bankruptcy right now, but we're not.

Ryan

We apol ogi ze.
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Adam

I honestly hope that for the two of you, this ad canpaign was a
success. The reason being that | know that you two have wor ked
hard. Not only on this ad camnpaign, but for every one of the ad
campai gns this conmpany has put out for the last 10 years.

Ki m

It's been a pleasure working with the man besi de ne.

Ryan

| agree. Kim s been such a big help at so many pivotal tines
that | wouldn't know what to do without her.

Adam

But at sonme point, the fairy tale has to end and we need to get
real. What you two, especially you Ryan since you're the head
mar keti ng manager, have put out the past couple years sinply
isn't good enough

Ryan

We're sorry. We'll do better next time.

Adam

Better next tinme? Are you serious? This isn't a conpetition
series. This is business! |I've been holding this anger in for
nont hs. Somet hing has to change! If we fail this time, Ryan,
you're done.

Ki m

Adam he's wor ked hard!
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Listen to Kim

Ki m

After the |last couple of ad canpaigns that failed, we need this
to go right!

Ryan

The sl ogan and the advertising were good,

Adam

But the sales were trash, Ryan. Why buy a product that puts out
subpar and cheap commercial s?

Ryan
That shouldn't matter
Adam
Well it does. You are the marketing director of this conmpany!
You should know this!
Ryan
You do have a point.
Adam

The product and the ad canpai gn have to mesh together. They have
to both create sonething menorabl e.
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ADAM m mes crushing a can with his bare hands.

Ryan

You' ve seen our work for the | atest ad canpai gn. You' ve even
said that it's some of the best things we've come up with.

Ki m
Why t he doubt now?

Adam
Look. I'm sorry for being enotional. I'malso sorry for dragging
Kiminto all this nmess. But the thing is, | know you are capable
of so much nmore. |I'mnot really angry, but |'m disappointed.
expect better fromyou. |If our sales go down this time, then |I'm
going to have to let you go. | have to try and salvage this
conmpany sonmehow. If it means letting a good friend go, then
that's what |1'm going to have to do. This isn't personal, it's
busi ness.

Ryan

I love working at this conmpany. Canning me the day before the
new conmmer ci al shoot doesn't make sense!

Ki m

| actually agree with him That's not good busi ness and you know
it, Adam

Ryan

Are we going to read the sales report?
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Adam
Actually, I've changed ny mnd. I'd rather open it in private. |
want to contain ny enotions and not |et everything spill out.
Ryan

We under st and.

KIM and RYAN exit. Adam sits down in a chair, opens the
envel ope, and reads the piece of paper inside it.

Adam

Are you serious?

ADAM t akes the paper and flings it across the room He opens the
door.

Adam

I need Ryan in the conference room NOW

RYAN enter the conference room and sit down across from ADAM

Ryan

So | see you have this quarter's sales report right next to you.
| really hope you have good news to tell ne. | really need it
ri ght now.
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ADAM buries his hands in his head and shakes it.

Adam
| have to tell you sonething.

Ryan
Somet hi ng good?

Adam

Nope. It isn't sonmething good.

RYAN starts to get up fromhis chair.

Adam
Where are you goi ng?

Ryan
l"'mfired, aren't [|7?

Adam
Sit down right now

Ryan

Why should I?
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Adam
As your boss, | want to let you go right now But as your
friend, | want you to come back here so you can fully understand
why |'m furious right now.

Adam

As you wi sh.

RYAN sits back down in his chair.

Adam

Let nme make one thing clear here...

ADAM pi cks up the paper and slans it onto the desk in front of
RYAN.

Adam

You see this? READ I T!

Ryan

Sales in QL - $5,381, Sales in Q2 - $4,842.90

Adam

We | ost 10% | ast quarter in sales!
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Ryan

Can't | make it up to you? | guarantee you that | can inprove
this conmpany's advertising somehow. Besides, it's just a 10%
loss in sales! It's not |ike we | ost thousands of dollars or
anything like that.

ADAM gets visibly angrier and rips the paper in half.

Adam

What did you just say?

Ryan

We only lost 10% in sales. You need to cal m down.

Adam

You don't get it, do you? A LOSS AT A TIME LIKE THIS IS

BASI CALLY A DEATH SENTENCE FOR THI S COMPANY! We're down to our

| ast investor and half of our original stores have stopped
carrying our products due to |l ow sales. W' re dangerously close
to bankruptcy. Go back to your offices. I'll neet with you there
in a mnute.

RYAN stares at ADAM as he | eave the conference room KIM enters
the conference roomwi th an alarnmed | ook on her face.

Ki m

Are you good? |I heard all of the yelling and | cane to see what
was wWr ong.
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Adam

No, Kim |I'm not good. |I can't deal with this anynore. | have to
do somet hing about this. It m ght not be popular with Ryan, but
it's the best thing to do for this conpany.

Li ghts down on the conference room Lights up on RYAN s office.
He is sitting down. He has a giant rubber band ball and a | aptop
at his desk. He spins around in his chair and then sighs.

Ryan

I finally make sonething that could save this place, and Adam
doesn't believe in ne? What a j oke.

ADAM enters RYAN' s office with an insanely angry | ook on his
face. He sits down at the desk and slams his hand on it.

Ryan

I'"m sorry.

Adam

Why do you keep saying that like it's going to change anything?
Do you think we're in a kid's nmovie? One little "I'm sorry" and
everything is magically forgiven? Well | hate to tell you this,
but life doesn't work |ike that! Sonmetimes you have to be the
bad guy, and today, |'m the bad guy!
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Ryan

Cal m down, man! | honestly think you're really overreacting
about this whole situation. How about we just go over what's
going to happen tomorrow and figure all of this out |ater.

Adam

I will not calmdown or forget about the state this conpany is
currently is! Sales continuing to go lower is a major problem |
need to get that through your head one way or another.

Ryan

Sales didn't go down that nuch! Be reasonabl e.

ADAM cl oses his eyes, puts his fingers on them and shakes his
head. He then opens his eyes and takes a breath.

Adam

Then |I'm going to have to ask you a question. How much money did
we make | ast quarter?

Ryan
Around $5K?

Adam
Exactly. That's the problem

Ryan

That's a tremendous amount of noney for what we're producing.
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Adam

We were making double that two years ago. We were making $10K a
year! Life was good and this conpany was rolling in noney. Now
we barely break even! Don't you get that?

Ryan

Why all of the sudden are you so mad? Why bring this up now?

Adam

I look at the yearly sales chart and I see it going down.
Combine that with the cost of production and that's a serious
problem |'m super close to declaring bankruptcy.

RYAN starts to pace around the room His face turns from
happi ness to al nost rage.

Ryan

You're canning me because of one ad canpaign? An ad canpai gn
t hat YOU personally starred in. Something that you wanted to do
after you canme up to me begging for a starring role.

Adam

Yes, you're right on that. | did want to be in your |ast ad
canpaign. But for two years, |'ve watched sales fall and us
either barely break even or suffer a loss. | don't trust you to
make a good ad canpai gn anynore. Kim has better ideas. |I'm
sorry.
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Ryan

You' re | eaving everything up to Kinf

Adam

Yes, | am | have two options. Option 1, | go with someone who |
know has fresh ideas that can revitalize this conmpany. Option 2,
| stick with soneone whom |I've given chance after chance to with
little inprovenment over the past couple of years. I'mreally
sorry, but Ryan, you're fired.

Ryan

You just gave away a good worker, Adam | really hope you're
happy.

ADAM gets up out of the chair and wal ks out of the office. RYAN
slams his fist on the desk. KIM wal ks in.

Ki m
Wel | today has been sonet hing.

Ryan
Totally

Ki m
How did it go?

Ryan

It went horribly.
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Ki m
You got fired, didn't you?
Ryan
Yes, | unfortunately did. |I'mout of a job.
Ki m
That's terrible. | feel bad for you.
Ryan
Why do you feel bad for me?
Kim
I hel ped you out on all of these canpai gns. Shouldn't | be
getting partial blame?
Ryan
Nope
Ki m
Nope?
Ryan
Kim | get where you're comng from But everything involving
mar keti ng and ad canpai gns has to go through by nme. The state of
this company is nmy fault. | fully take responsibility.
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Ki m

But you shoul dn't have to.

Ryan

I know, but that's how this type of job works.

Ki m

I wonder who ny replacenment is going to be, given that | now
have your j ob.

RYAN | ooks up at KIM and sm | es wi dely.

Ryan
You' re a geni us!

Ki m
What do you nean?

Ryan

I can bring in sone people and then you and Adam can choose who
to pick.

Ki m

So we don't have to scranble for the rest of the day.

Ryan

We can do the work oursel ves!
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Ki m

Il really don't know if that's a good idea. He's pretty nmad at
you.

Ryan

"1l run it by himand see what he says. Go to his office and
stall him

Ki m

I'"ll do just that. | trust you, Ryan.

Li ghts down on RYAN' s office. Lights up on ADAM s office. KIMis
standi ng next to ADAM

Ki m

You actually did it. You fired my best friend and a great
empl oyee. | can't believe it.

Adam

I had to. | think he's a great guy, but at sonme point you have
to be the villain of the story. You have make some busi ness
deci sions before personal ones.

Ki m

Now | ' m the new marketing director of Green Boxes.
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Adam
Usually, I'd be happy. But I'm not. One nore wrong nove and
we're history.

Ki m

I know. Ryan hel ped shape this conpany into a powerhouse. Now
we're barely relevant to anyone.

Adam

I'd honestly say just keep what we were going to filmtonorrow,
but it doesn't feel right to do that w thout him

A knock is heard.

Ki m

"1l get it.

ADAM opens the door and sees RYAN standing there. He enters the
office and sits down in a chair in front of his desk.

Adam

No matter what you say, you're still fired.
Ryan

I know that. But | can help you.
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Ki m
Ryan tal ked to ne about this after you left. I'm sure you'l
i ke what he has to say.

Adam

Fi ne. But make it quick. We don't have all day.

Ryan

My graduating class from busi ness school was super huge. | know
some people that are either currently |ooking for work or are
finishing up with super huge projects.

Adam

Your point being?

Ryan

I can help you find your next assistant marketing director.

Adam

What are you going to do?

Ryan

I'I'l leave you some contact information. Then you can call them
and set up interviews |ater today.

Ki m

Doesn't that sound |like a great idea, Adant
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Adam
Absol utely not!

Ryan
Why ?

Adam

We're holding our interviews today with qualified people only.

Ryan

You really want to stress yourself out? That doesn't seem|ike a
great idea.

Ki m

Just think about it for a while, OK? He does have a point.

ADAM gets up from his desk and sighs.

Adam

You don't get it, do you? THE COMVERCI AL SHOOT IS TOMORROW You
know, the one that the fate of this conmpany is dependent on? W
don't have time to conduct in-depth interviews with your

friends! We need to get a new assistant marketing director now.

Ryan

I can help youl!
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Adam

Here's the thing. We're sort of in a time crunch here. We can't
waste time with your friends.

Ryan

You don't know who's going to walk through the door if you hold
an open search. Not one person could be the solution to your
problem That's why you need nmy friends! | can personally say
that they're hard working and the right people for the job!

Adam

This is just a plot for you to get your job back, isn't it?

Ryan
Nope.

Adam
How do | know?

Ryan

I've never given you bad advice in the many years |'ve worked
for you at this conpany. | won't start now. | want to see this
conmpany succeed as nuch as you do. Since it won't involve me, |
want to see one of ny friends in nmy place. Please, Adam Trust
me.

KIM goes to the corner of the office and notions for ADAMto
join her.
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Ki m

Why don't you at | east consider it?

Adam

If we had a week before our next deadline, |I'd do it. | don't
want one of his friends to be our downfall.

Ki m
You' ve trusted himfor 15 years! You said it yourself. It's not
personal, it's business. Make a personal decision out there.
Adam
You know what? |'ll go ahead and take his offer.
Kim

Let's do it.

ADAM and KI M sit back down at the table.

Adam

Kim and | just had a conversation. W both think the same thing.

You nmake a very convincing argument.

Ryan

So | can give you sone reconmmendations for the job?
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Adam

Yes you can. |'ve known you for a long time. The least | can do
is get a good parting gift in the form of one of your friends.

Ryan

Sounds like a plan. Was it hard to convince him Kin?

Ki m

Yes, but it was worth it. He realized how much you have done for
this conmpany. |If anyone can gather worthy candidates in |ess
than a day, it's you.

Adam

| agree.

RYAN starts to exit the conference room

Adam

Don't | eave yet! You have to be there when Kim and | eval uate
your friends. \Whatever our opinions are of them you have to
hear them

Ki m

| get to hel p?

Adam

Well you're the new marketing director, aren't you?
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Ki m

Yes, but | didn't think-

Adam

You're very inmportant in all of this. You're going to be working
wi th whoever wins |ater today.

Ki m
You' re right.
Ryan
Why should I stay? | just got fired, didn't I?
Adam
You know your friends better than anyone. | don't want to hire

someone that you don't think is fit for the job for whatever
reason. You know these people, not us. It's what's best for our
current situation.

Ryan
That sounds reasonabl e.
Ki m
Hopefully you'll give us soneone who's easy to work with. These

next couple hours are going to be busy!

Ryan

Trust me, you two. | have everything under control.
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Li ghts down on the conference room Lights up in front of RYAN s
office. He's trying to open the door.

Ryan

Really? | nust've left nmy keys in Adam s office.

KIM wal ks up to him

Ki m

Here's your keys. You left them

Ryan

Thanks Ki m

RYAN wal ks in the door, |eaving KIM standing outside his office.

Ki m

Can | come in? | have an idea.

Ryan

Sure you can.

KIM wal ks into the office and sits down. RYAN sits down as well.
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Ki m

First off, I would like to say that I'mreally sorry about
what's happened today. You're an amazing guy who I'mreally
going to m ss around the office.

Ryan

I'"mgoing to mss you too. So what's the plan? Getting Adam
donuts to cheer him up?

Ki m

Somet hi ng even better. Let's make the commercial oursel ves!

Ryan
Look, Kim | got fired earlier today. No one knows about this
except for you and Adam |'m already on the bottom of the totem
pole. In about two hours, the whole company will know that |'m a
| aughing stock. |1'd rather not ruin my reputation further just
because you're going to mss ne. | want to play it safe and | et
my friends do the work.
KI' M si ghs.

Ki m
Hear me out. Pl ease.

Ryan

Absol utely not.
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KIM produces a poster from his briefcase. She stands it up on
RYAN s desk. It reads "The Green Way of Boxing".

Ryan

You're not going to give up, aren't you?

Ki m

We can show Adam that he nmade the wrong deci sion!

Ryan

What is there to show? | can't demand to get ny job back! You're
the new marketing director! Get it through your head that I'm
done for! You're going to have to accept the fact that you're
doing this without nme from now on!

Ki m

Just give nme the camera. For a friend?

Ryan

Fi ne

RYAN produces a camera from his desk and gives it to KIM She
puts the poster on a stand. She reveals that the poster is just
the first in a series of |arge posters also on the stand. RYAN
gives a thunbs up and KIM hits play.
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Ryan

(Fake ent husiastically) Boxing can be a chore. But it doesn't
have to be. When you use sinple cardboard boxes, you're using a
box made fromtrees in the environment. But with Green Boxes,
you're using a box made from conpostable material. That neans
that trees can stay standing. We're saving trees one green box
at a tinme!

KIM stops the canera. She sm |l es widely, gives RYAN a thunbs up,
and puts the collection of posters on a chair.

Ki m
Well, how do you like it?
Ryan
| like it, but I want to be honest with you. |I'myour friend,
but this changes not hing.
Ki m
What do you nmean?
Ryan

Adam want s soneone new. They don't want me anynore.

Ki m

Maybe a | ast m nute change of heart will do them both good?

scriptnore.com |

35



The Deadl i ne

Ryan

Look, | adm re your dedication. W' ve spent a ton of tine
t oget her at this conmpany over the years. But you can't change a
set decision

KIM and RYAN stand up. RYAN spins his chair. KIMtaps her
fingers.

Ki m
At least it'll maybe convince Adamto stick with the material we
have.
Ryan
Keep dream ng
KIM and RYAN sit back down.
Ki m

Look. You're already on the outs, so can | present it to hin?

Ryan

You want to nmake ne | ook worse than | already an? Be ny guest.

Ki m

Trust me on this one.
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Ryan

Fi ne. Just do what you did the last tinme. Act |ike nothing
suspi cious i s going on.

Ki m

Sounds |i ke a plan.

Li ghts down on RYAN s office. Lights up on ADAM s office. KIM
and ADAM are sitting next to each other.

Ki m

| can't believe it. | get to be in the search process for ny
assi stant! That never happens, does it?

Adam
Nope.
Ki m
Then why now?
Adam
Kim | know you. You're great. Hard worker, never |ate or

sl acking off. You're the perfect choice for marketing director.
I need you because of the tinme constraint that we have. W need
someone that you can get along with so everything goes right
tomorrow at the comercial shoot.
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Ki m

That makes sense. Do you know if Ryan has chosen anyone to cone
in yet?

Adam

"1l give him20 nore m nutes. He's probably still waiting for
some responses fromhis friends.

A knock is heard at the door.

Adam

VWho is it?

Ryan

It's your previous favorite person in the officel

Ki m

Conme in.

RYAN enters ADAM s office. He sits down in the chair in front of
hi s desk.

Adam

Let me guess. You've already gotten a bunch of people through
t he door?
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Ryan

No, but I do have a gift for you

Ki m
Ryan! It's not a gift!

Adam
You two seem conflicted.

Ryan
Ki m wants one | ast chance to show you that I'mthe right person
for the job. | think she's crazy.

Ki m
I'mnot crazy. It's just that | don't want you to | eave. W' ve
wor ked so hard on so many different projects. |I'mscared |I'I]I
fail.

Adam

Ryan, can you step out for a while?

Ryan

Sur e

RYAN exits
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Adam

Kim what's going on?

Ki m

I'm scared, Adam What if | don't neasure up to Ryan and his
acconmplishments? | don't want this conpany to go under solely
because of ne.

Adam

Is this why you've been talking to Ryan all day today? You fee
l'i ke you're not going to be good enough?

Ki m

I don't know what |'m going to do without himby nmy side. He

says that 1'll be fine but |I'm not so sure.
Adam
Listen, Kim | know you can do this. |I'm always going to be
there for you whenever you need ne to be. |I'm your boss. You'l
be fine.
Ki m
Prom se?
Adam
Prom se
Ki m
Thanks, Adam |[|'Ill go get Ryan.
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KIM gets up and bangs on the door. RYAN comes back in and
down.

Adam

Kimjust told ne what's been going on today.

Ryan
Adam |'m
Adam
I understand everything. I know Kimw |l do good for this

conmpany, exactly like you've told her.

Ki m
Thanks so nuch.

Ryan
You're wel come.

Adam

So now that everything's cleared up, let's see that gift!

RYAN t akes out the canera and gives it to ADAM He presses
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Ryan

(Fake ent husiastically) Boxing can be a chore. But it doesn't

have to be. When you use sinple cardboard boxes, you're using a

box made fromtrees in the environment. But with Green Boxes,
you're using a box made from conpostable material. That neans
that trees can stay standing. We're saving trees one green box
at a tinme!

ADAM cl aps but has a stoic |ook on his face. KIM gives RYAN a
t humbs up.

Adam

Great job, but this changes not hing.

Ryan

I knew it.

Adam

We need big ideas and even bigger slogans. Sonmething that wil
make people notice us! That's why | want your friends.

Ki m

But the commercial shoot is tomorrow! Fire himthen?

Adam

Sometimes you have to make sacrifices and make hard deci sions.
Look, I didn't want to fire you, but the sales charts justify
it. I"'mreally sorry.
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Ryan

At | east | gave you a good parting gift!

Adam

| actually have a parting gift of my own to give you. | think
you'll love it.

ADAM r eaches under his desk and produces a picture. He gives it
to RYAN.

Ryan
Il s that-

Adam
Yes it is.

Ryan

The first day we started this conpany.

Adam
You know why | gave you this? Motivation. |1'd hate for this
conmpany to be shut down due to poor m stakes on your part. After

15 years of collaboration, having it all end horribly isn't the
way | want the | egacy of Green Boxes to be preserved.

Ryan

Thank you so much.
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Ki m

Want to go to your car and start putting all of your things in
there? | can help you carry all the heavy stuff you won't be
able to carry on your own.

Ryan

Sounds |i ke a plan.

KIM and RYAN step outside of ADAM s office. They high five each
ot her.

Ki m

So it's official then. You're done with this conpany.

Ryan

It's sad, but I know | can get sonme good candi dates to hopefully
work with you. They're all quality peopl e.

Ki m

Who do you think you'll call first?

Ryan

I've already made a call to someone who's great for the job.

Ki m

It better be soneone good.
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Here he is now

Atall man with a 1950's style haircut and a | eather jacket
wal ks up to them He shakes Kim s hand.

Chris
Hi, my nane is Chris Appleton. I'm Ryan's friend from High
School .
Ki m
H Chris. I'mKim the new marketi ng manager of Green Boxes.
Chris

|'ve heard a | ot about you over the years fromhim You' ve
really been there for himthroughout the highs and the | ows.

Ki m

Yes | have. Which is why himleaving is so sad.

Chris

You' |l get over it. It took me a while to get over the fact that
himand | were heading off to different coll eges. But we stayed
in touch all these years!

Ki m

Thanks so nuch.
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CHRI S sl aps Ryan on the back.

Chris
Hey Ryan! Long tinme no see.
Ryan
Same to you
Chris
I got the call a couple of m nutes ago. | heard you were | ooking

for some friends to pitch ad canmpaigns to your boss by the end
of the day. Luckily, | was already in the area so here | am |
can make a pitch to the two of them

Ryan
You serious?
Chris
I'"mso serious right now. |I'll rescue your conpany.
Ryan
Let's go back inside and meet with Adam |'m sure he'll 1ike

youl!

RYAN knocks on the door of ADAM s offi ce.
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Adam

Cone i n!

The three of them enter the office. CHRI S shakes ADAM s hand.

Adam

You're one of Ryan's friends, aren't you?

Chris
Yes | am M name is Chris Appleton. | was one of his friends in
Hi gh School. | heard you were talking to him about sone friends
gi ving you pitches.

Adam
Absolutely. | trust him

Chris
| heard what happened earlier today. | feel bad, but | won't [et
you down.

Adam

Sounds good. However, you're going to have to give me sonething
in return. How do | know you're really in it for the job and not
as a sinmple favor for Ryan?

CHRI S produces his wallet from his pocket.
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Chris
How about | make you a deal? My father runs Appleton's, the
finest steak restaurant in town. How about | give you free food

for a month in exchange for $2007?

ADAM t hi nks for a nonent.

Adam

I''m hol ding you to your word. Get your materials and head to the
conference room

Chris

I won't |let any of you down

CHRI' S wal ks out the door with a giant smle on his face.

Adam

Don't make ne regret this.

Ki m

You better know what you're doing. Adamreally wants the person
he hires to be amazing. | do too.

Ryan

Trust me. Chris is the real deal.
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Adam

Let's head to the conference room

Li ghts down on ADAM s office. Lights up on the conference room
Al'l except CHRIS are in there.

Ryan

He nust have a | ot of materials.

Adam

The nore the better.
Ki m

If he blows us away, we'll hire himon the spot.
Ryan

Excel | ent.

A knock is heard at the door. CHRIS has changed into a t-shirt
and swi nmsuit. A |ook of anger washes over everyone's faces.

Amanda
WHERE' S YOUR PRESENTATI ON?
Chris
Not here. But | have ny plane ticket to Jamaica with ne.
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Adam
Now we' re done for!

Ryan
Thanks a lot, Chris.

Ki m

Are you kidding nme right now?

ADAM gets face to face with CHRIS.

Adam

| gave you $200! Where did it go?

Chris
I bought a plane ticket to Jamaica. | knew you three would be
gull'ible and believe ny perfectly crafted story. Well, the
flight |leaves in a half hour. |'ve got to run

CHRI S runs out the door. ADAM goes after him KIM and RYAN
remain in the conference room

Ki m

Well we can think of this as a trial run, right?
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Ryan

No. I'm done being optimstic. I'm/leaving right now.
Kim

Don't say that. | still believe you can find the right people.
Ryan

Chris was my best friend back in the day! |If he can't get the
job done, who will? Let's face it. | should | eave and et you
and Adam do the search with your own people. |'ve enmbarrassed
t his company enough already today.

Ki m

Everything will be fine. | believe in you.

ADAM reenters the conference room He has a | ook of disbelief on
his face.

Adam

| can't believe | 1ost $200.

Ki m

Was he like this in Hi gh School ?

Ryan

He was the guy who we could count on the most back then.

scriptnore.com |

51



The Deadl i ne

Adam

Well you certainly can't count on him now!

Ryan
If you're mad, | understand. If you want ne to | eave, |
under stand as wel | .
Adam
I'"'mstill very mad. If we don't find soneone today, we're going
to have to delay our commercial shoot. But | know you. You woul d

never purposely bring in horrible candi dates for a position. |f
you are mad, it's understandable.

Ryan

I am mad! | thought | could trust Chris. | thought he could be
the ticket to this company going back on top. But he deceived us
and took advantage of us.

Adam

You better have someone else in mnd. OCherwi se, Kimand | wll
have to continue the search w thout you.

Ryan

3 of nmy friends are actually on their way here now.

Adam

Excel l ent. Now get out of the conference room before someone
el se tries to scam me out of my noney.
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Under st ood

RYAN exits. ADAM and KIM sit down in their chairs.

Ki m

This has to be a one time thing, right? | can't imagi ne Ryan not
bringing in the right people for the job.

Adam
If there's one thing you and Ryan did right, it's that you two

al ways wor ked hard and delivered on all of your prom ses to ne.
I am going to m ss that.

Ki m

Me too

Adam

Hopefully this new batch of people will be better than Chris.

Ki m

They will. | know it.

A knock is heard.
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Ki m
Good news?

Adam
Let's hope so.

Ki m
Conme i n!
RYAN enters

Adam

I can't believe you're back already.

Ki m

Somet hing's up. That nmust mean good news.

Adam

Are your friends here yet?

Ryan

No, but | have an idea that will inpress them

ADAM buries his hands in his face and sighs.
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Adam

VWhat is it?

Ryan

If you want to make it an official business neeting, |eave the
chair you're currently sitting in here when ny friends come in.
Kimand I gave it to you, renenber?

Adam

No way!

Ryan

Are you afraid someone's going to steal it?

Adam

No, I'mafraid someone's going to danmage it.
Ryan

What's the big deal ?
Ki m

I'mnot going to lie, Adam It is a nice chair.

ADAM gets visibly frustrated.
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Adam

This chair was given to me by the two of you when we | aunched
our first ad canmpaign. |I'mnot going to risk any damage to it!

Ryan

But you just said it was special.

Adam

That's why | want to keep it here! | don't want to ruin it.
Ryan

| can get you another one.
Adam

It cost nearly $1000 15 years ago. Who knows what it's worth
now!

Ki m

You sat in it during my interview, remenber?

Adam

So? The chair is priceless!

Everyone stops speaking for 10 seconds.
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Adam

Is that all you wanted to talk to me about? Bringing ny chair to
the interview?

Ryan

Yes it was. | wanted you to make a good inpression for ny
friends. That's why | suggested it to you.

Adam
We will. A chair isn't going to change anything. Kimand | need
to not | ose our heads.

Ryan

Don't do what you did earlier today with me?

Adam

That was different and you know it

ADAM sm | es.

Adam

You know what, Ryan? | have something to say to you

Ryan

Anyt hi ng!
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Adam

If we sonmehow find the right person before the end of the day,
not that there's any doubt about that since you know your

friends better than we do, you can pick out a new chair for ne.

Ryan

Are you serious?

Adam

Absol ut el y!

RYAN' s phone rings. He picks it up.

Ryan
(On phone) You're here? The other two are here too? |'Ill ask
hi m
Adam
What do they need to know?
Ryan
Where shoul d they go?
Adam

Let's clear out the conference room and have them nmeet in here
to set up shop. Then they can cone into my office for the
meeti ng.
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Ryan

Sounds like a plan (On phone) You three got that? See you in a
few.

RYAN hangs up.

Ki m

I'"'mreally excited.

Ryan

Trust me, you should be. The three people | have for you two
have known nme for years. They're really smart and hard wor ki ng.
You'l | like them

Adam

Then what are we waiting for? Let's get the room cl eaned out and
ready to gol!

Li ghts down on ADAM s office. Lights up on the conference room
A m nute passes and MARC enters. On himis a hat, backpack, and
a green junpsuit. He sits down. He starts to check the materials
he's brought with him As he does that, the door opens. In walks
a wonman with a green shirt that says "Green=Good". She is
carrying hats that say the same sl ogan.

Amanda

Hey Mar c!
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Mar c

Amanda! You've nmade it.

AMANDA and MARC shake hands. AMANDA sits down across from MARC.

Amanda

Yes | have. It's great to see you again.

Mar c

Same here. It's been a couple of years now, right?

Amanda
Yes it has. | |ast saw you at the Las Vegas Marketing Convention
3 years ago.
Mar c
| remenber that now
Amanda

It was fun. You look like you're going to the conference now,
with your green junpsuit on.

Mar c

Well when you're the Lean Green Boxing Machi ne, you have to | ook
t he part.
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AMANDA and MARC | augh.

Mar c

So, why are you here sitting across from me?

Amanda

I've been all around the country, com ng up with slogans, ad
campai gns, billboards. It's been really fun.

Mar c

Then why stop? Wiy trade the big conpany life for a smaller one?

Amanda
Al'l these years, |'ve watched Ryan have success from a distance.
| feel bad that he got fired. But once he called ne to help him
I was on the first flight here. | feel like it's tinme to do him
a favor.

Mar c

Iii-agr eet

Amanda

Plus for a conpany that helps the environment? Count me in!

Mar c

For me, it's the fact that |I'd been dragging nmy feet the past
coupl e of years
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Amanda

What do you nean? Your work with Rooster Breakfast Cereal is
| egendary.

Mar c
There's only so much things you can do with a rooster before it
gets stale. That's why | left. When a rooster roller skating

with a walrus is pitched by your assistants, you knowit's time
to | eave.

AMANDA and MARC | augh.

Amanda
That sounds awful .
Mar c
It was. Besides, helping Ryan is the least | can do. He told me
that he'd al ways have the door open for me if | wanted a job in
the company. |'m potentially going to finally fulfill his

prom se, although I'd imagined it to be under very different
ci rcunmst ances.

Amanda

That's true.

Mar c

Do you renmenmber when he becane the marketing director for this
company?
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Amanda
Sure do!
Mar c
It was so | ong ago.
Amanda

He was al ways super smart in business school.

Mar c

Shame that his ideas hadn't hit the mark

Amanda

I know. He's always had a bunch of good ideas.

Mar c

The | ast ad canpaign definitely did himin.

Amanda

Yep. | honestly never liked it.

Mar c

Storing won't be boring? Really?

Amanda

He has so nmuch potential. You and | both know that. It's sad to
see where he is now.
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Mar c

Hopefully one of us can inpress Adam and Kim Then we can nake
hi m proud.

The conference room door opens once again. In walks a guy with a
beard carrying a giant rolled up banner.

Mar c

Need hel p?

J. T.

Sure. Place it on the table.

JT and MARC |ift up the banner and place it on the table. Then
t hey both sit down.

J. T.
My name's JT.
Amanda
I m Amanda.
Mar c
Mar c her e.
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JD.
Nice to neet you all.

Amanda
Nice to neet you too.

J. T.

Have they begun the interviews yet?

Mar c

Nope

J. T.

(Pointing to banner) Carrying this banner here was super hard.

Amanda
It's rather |arge.
Mar c
What's the deal with it?
3N g
Let me show you.
JT unwraps the banner. It reads "Stay Environnentally Friendly.

Stay Green."
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Ni ce nessage.

Amanda

Tal ki ng about the environment

poi nting that out.

<k

Yeah. What's your ad canpaigns?

Mar c

The LEAN GREEN BOXI NG MACHI NE
encour ages people to use this product.

J. T.

By dressing up in a green junpsuit?

Mar c
Conme on. Is it really that bad?

Dl
It honestly | ooks weird.

Mar c

Children will love it!

makes sense.

The Deadl i ne

I'm gl ad soneone's

' m going to be a superhero who
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JLD.

That's why | think that. You look like a villain from a
chil.dren';s TV seri es:

Mar c
Maybe it'll help kids convince their parents to buy this
product. You never know.
Amanda

Since we're all talking about our new ad canpai gns, mne has the
sl ogan Green=Good. It's going to be an awesonme commercial. Watch
t his!

AMANDA produces a regul ar storage box and a Green Box. She drops
the regular box on the floor and the lid conmes off the box. She
does the sane with the Green Box and it stays on.

Mar c

That makes a | ot of sense. | |like the straightforwardness of it.
Amanda

So, JT, why are you here?

JNP.
I want to make nmy mark on the marketing world. | got my master's
degree in marketing | ast year. | got a bachelor's degree in
accounting, but after many years, | found it boring. So | went
back to school to do what | truly | ove.
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Mar c

So you've never worked in marketing before and you've just
gotten your degree?

J. T.

| have a Master's Degree and a 4.0 Coll ege GPA. Sure, | don't
have all of the experience that you two probably have, but ny
wor k at school can back nme up

Amanda
So basically you're really smart, but you've never actually had

an entry level job in this field before?

J. T.

Precisely
Amanda
Are you sure you're making the right decision? | get that you're

smart and all, but shouldn't you work your way up the | adder
first?

JLLD.

The former marketing director, Ryan, trusts nme. He knows what |
can do. | know | can make a great ad canpaign

Amanda

You know Ryan?
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Mar c

Amanda and | know him from busi ness school .

J. T.
We went through K-12 together.

Mar c
He's a great person

JPT.

Whi ch makes him getting fired even nore horrible.

Amanda

| feel bad for Kim

Mar c

Why? She got prompted. Isn't that her dreant

J. T.

Why? She got prompted. Isn't that her dreant

Amanda

Unfortunate

Mar c

I ndeed. We're the ones that have to blow the two of them away
wi th our ideas.
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JD.
Absol utely
Amanda
They'll call us when they're ready, right?
J. T.

|'"d assune so.

Li ghts down on the conference room Lights up on ADAM s offi ce.
He is gathered with KIM and RYAN. He is sitting in a black
swi vel chair.

Ryan

The applicants are in the conference room

Ki m
Let's give thema few nore mnutes to set up. That'll ensure
that they are ready.

Adam
| agree. They need to do well.

Ryan

Trust me. They will.
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Ki m
I know I can count on you.

Adam
Sanme here.

Ryan

Thanks you two. You made nmy experience here amazing. You two

will sadly have to carry on w thout ne.

Adam
Li ke I said before, I'm | ooking for soneone who has new and
fresh ideas. |1'll always be rooting for you, Ryan. That will

never change.

Ryan

You're forgetting sonmething, Adam

Adam

VWhat ?

ADAM t hi nks for a second and then points his finger at them

Adam

I'm not switching out my chair!
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Ryan
No one's going to damage it.

Kim
It'1l be safe.

Adam

I just don't think it's a good idea. That's all.

Ryan

You always told us to | ook our best during our interviews with
you. That should apply to the things around you.

Ki m

He's right, Adam

Adam

Look, if it makes you happy, I'll go get the chair

ADAM stares at them as he picks up the wooden chair he was
previously sitting in and brings it over to his desk. He takes
the swivel chair and places it behind him

Adam

Happy now?
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Ryan
Yes, very.
Kim
You know Adam vyou actually | ook professional in that chair. It
really suits you
Adam
It does, but I"monly doing this once. | only sit in it during

i mportant neetings with you two.

Ryan

I'"'msure nmy friends will like it.

Ki m

|'"'m pretty sure they will too.

Li ghts down on ADAM s office. Lights up on the conference room
The three candi dates are talking with one anot her.

J. T.

I still can't believe that Ryan got Adam and Kimto believe in
us.

Amanda

You shoul d.
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Mar c

Yeah
Amanda
He's been at this conpany for so | ong, Adam and Kim practically

consider himfamly. If | was him 1|'d help choose their
successors as wel |.

J. T.

You do have a point.
Mar c
The commrercial shoot is tomorrow. |Interview ng random peopl e off

the street is too nmuch of a risk at the noment. They need
someone right now, and luckily that lucky sonmeone is one of us.

Amanda

Agreed. Roberto and Ryan know what we can do, right Marc?

Mar c
Ri ght

JLLD.
What about me?

Mar ¢

I'"'msorry to say this, but Ryan knows us from busi ness school .
They know how hard we've worked on marketing at a whol e.
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Amanda

You' re what? Their childhood buddy?

J. T.

Listen, I'"mas qualified as you two-
Mar c
You got a college degree. That's great! Many people get coll ege

degrees and then fall out of love or fail at the things they
went to school for

J. T.

You're saying |I'mgoing to fail?

Amanda

Can you cone up with a full on ad canpai gn? Can you work with
the marketing director of a conpany?

It

Yes | can

Amanda

What are you going to do, then?

J. T.

I'"'mgoing to cone up with a jingle. It'll surely work
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Mar c

This isn't the m d-2000"'s! No one has jingles anynore!

J. T.

We have to inpress Adam and Kim They m ght like it! You never
know

Amanda
You really don't know what it's like to work in a conpany, don't

you? You're going to be eaten alive as soon as Adam and Ki m hear
your pathetic qualifications!

JN.

You know what ? How about we stop tal king about our
qualifications! None of that is going to matter!

Mar c

Yeah, right.

.k

Adam and Ki m woul dn't be happy if they knew Ryan's hand chosen
candi dates were arguing with each other.

Mar ¢

Speaki ng of Adam and Kim |'m wonderi ng what's going through
their mnds right now.

J. T.

That's actually a really good question.
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Amanda

Optim sm? Dread? A m xture of both?

Mar c

There's no easy way to know or even find out.

J. T.
I think they're feeling both. Think about it. They know the
commercial shoot is comng up. Kimis glad that she's now t he

mar keting director, but has to find an assistant RI GHT NOW Adam
is going through the typical |ast mnute notions.

Mar c

| know how t hat feels.

Amanda

Last m nute rushes are never a good thing.

Mar c

Agr eed
JPT.

Do you honestly feel like Kimis right for the job?
Mar c

|'d say so.
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Amanda
Good | uck, Marec.
Mar c
Good |l uck, Amanda.
J. T.
Funny how you'll never say that to ne.
Mar c

Good | uck wal king through that door.

A knock is heard at the door. ADAM wal ks into the conference
room AMANDA, JT, and MARC all turn around and face them

Adam

Hell o ambitious friends of Ryan. I'm Adam the CEO of Green
Boxes. You're here because they think that one of you three can
create our next ad canmpaign in time for our commercial shoot
tonmorrow. |I'm 1l ooking forward to seeing what you have in store
for us. If one of you three inpress, you will work with Kimin
creating a new ad canpaign | ater on today.

ADAM points to MARC.

Adam

You with the green costunme, you're up first.
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MARC rises fromhis seat. He carries his hat and backpack with
him Lights down on the conference room Lights up on ADAM s
office. ADAM sits down in his chair. MARC sits in front of him
KIM and RYAN gat her around them

Mar c

Hi everyone! The nane's Marc.

Adam

It's a pleasure to neet you, Marc

Ki m

Sane here

Adam

So Ryan reconmmended you to come in?

Mar c

Yes he did.

Ki m

Did he recommend you wear a green junpsuit?

Mar c

Nope. That one was all ne.
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Adam
So Marc, why do you think you can create the new ad canpaign for
Green Boxes?

Mar c
Ad canpai gns need to be bold. They need to sound amazing while

| ooking great as well. My ad canpai gn holds both of those
qualities.

Adam

Why should we pick your ad canpai gn?
Mar c
Everyone is fascinated with super heroes these days. Having a
"Lean Green Boxing Machine" will help relate to the people.
Ki m

Have you created an ad canpai gn before?

Mar c

| created the |ast ad canpai gn for Rooster Breakfast Cereal. The
one with the Rooster wal king the gl obe.

Adam

When was this?

Mar c

It was pitched about 2 years ago and the ads starting rolling
out | ast year.
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Adam
Well I'm |l ooking forward to hearing your idea! You can start
whenever you want to.

Mar c

Isn't Ryan going to talk to ne during this process?

Adam

He's not the one giving the interview. You can talk to him
afterwards if you want.

Mar c

Sounds good. Now let's get things started!

MARC starts to unzip his backpack. In it is a Green Box, a
pl astic bag, and various toys and itens.

Mar c

Here | have a bunch of toys and a plastic bag.

He starts stuffing randomitens in a plastic bag.

Mar c

He starts stuffing randomitens in a plastic bag.
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He stuffs nore itenms into the plastic bag. It starts to rip and
tear. It eventually rips and everything falls out.

Mar c

It rips apart. But not with a Green Box.

He takes all of the items on the floor and puts themin the
Green Box. They all stay in the box.

Mar c

What better way to show the power of Green Boxes than to give
them a superhero that denonstrates what | showed?

MARC m nmes punchi ng noti ons.

Adam

That's interesting.
Ki m

What are you planning to do with your superhero ginm ck?

Mar c

I was thinking of having random peopl e having their bags and
boxes break in random | ocations. | rush in and give them a Green
Box to solve all of their problens.
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Adam

That has potential.

Ki m

Is the Lean Green Boxing Machi ne going to be the slogan to your
adverti sements?

Mar c
Yes it wll
Adam
Sounds good. We'Ill call you back after we evaluate all of the
candi dat es.
Mar c
See you all Ilater.
MARC exits.
Adam

(To RYAN) So what did you think of that pitch?

Ryan

That was actually really good.

Adam

| agree.
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Ki m

He's such a creative guy.

Ryan

He's al ways been a great speaker.

Ki m
Hi s energy was unforgettable.
Adam
So far I'minpressed. Hopefully your other two friends will be
as good as Marc was.
Ryan
| hope so too.
Ki m
Who will you pick next?
Adam
| really don't know. You'll find out soon enough.

Li ghts down on ADAM s office. Lights up on the conference room
MARC enters.

Mar c

That was pretty easy.
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J. T.
Was it?
Mar ¢
Yes it was.
Amanda
What did they ask you?
Mar c

They just asked me about my prior work experience and why |
shoul d be the next assistant marketing manager of this conpany.
Just the standard interview questions.

Anmanda
JT, that's a bummer.
J. T.
Can you stop?
Mar ¢

They won't like it when you tell them what you've done. That's
t he hard truth.

J. T.

You don't know that.
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Amanda

They want people who actually know what an office environment is
like. You're straight out of college!

J. T.

So what ?

Mar c

So they're not going to |like someone without any prior work
experience! You're entering today as a | oser!

JT slams his fist on the table.

J. T.
Last time | checked, | wasn't the | oser.
Anmanda
Can you prove that?
Jrly:

I have a Master's Degree! Do you?

AMANDA/ MARC: No

JLN.

Then you two should stop bullying nme.
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AMANDA and MARC turn their chairs around, the backs of them
facing JT. ADAM suddenly enters.

Adam

The young woman with the "Green=Good" shirt is next.

Mar c

Good luck in there.

Amanda

Thanks.

JT stares at AMANDA as she wal ks out. She takes the hats that
she brought to the conference roomwi th her. Lights down on the
conference room Lights up on ADAM s office. She sits down in
front of his desk.

Adam

And what is your name?

Amanda

Amanda. Pl eased to meet you, Adam Sane to you, Kim

Adam

Wel come to nmy office, Amanda.
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Ki m
Hi Amanda.
Adam
I'm sure you know Ryan.
Amanda
Absol utely. I've been friends with himfor years.
Ryan
She's right.
Kim
He's a great person.
Adam

But not the people we want right now. That's why you, Marc,
t he ot her guy we haven't net yet are here.

Ki m

We're confident that at | east one of you will inpress us.

Adam

and

Kimand | are the ones giving the interview. Ryan is here for

support. You can talk to him afterwards.

Amanda

Under st andabl e.
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Ryan

(To AMANDA)

You'll do great!

Ki m

Let's start the interview off with a couple of questions.

Amanda

Sounds good enough to ne.

Adam
So, to start off, why do you think you can create the new ad
canpai gn for Green Boxes?

Amanda
I've create many comercials for different conpanies over the
past coupl e of years.

Ki m

That intrigues me. Did you |learn a |ot?

Amanda

Absol utely.

Adam

What were sonme of the ad canpai gns that you were able to work
on?
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Amanda

I worked on the Tal king Parrot canpaign for M. Parrot, the
Ranch Everythi ng canpaign for Burgerz, and the Phone Man
canpai gn for Bold Phones.

Ki m

| npr essi ve.

Adam

You're really experienced. Hopefully your pitch shows that. The
office is all yours.

AMANDA gi ves the hats out to everyone.

Amanda

First things first. Let's make something clear. Every storage
crate looks the sane. It's all the same white or gray plastic
t hat constantly breaks apart.

She grabs a plastic container out of her bag and throws it on
the ground. The |lid separates from the contai ner.

Amanda

They hold things well, but they don't have a ton of durability.
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She grabs a Green Box from her bag and tosses it to the floor.
It doesn't break.

Amanda

Green Boxes don't just store materials. If you drop it, the
contents stay packed inside.

She points to her shirt and goes over "Green=Good" with her
finger.

Amanda

I was thinking of using all of that along with the Green=Good
slogan in nmy ad canpaign. Let's have someone do exactly what |

just did. Try to shove a ton of stuff in a regular bag and have

it break. Then we give them a Green Box and everything fits.

Ki m

That could work. What do you think, Adanf

Adam

| actually like that.

Ki m

That was really creative
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Adam

The distinction between regul ar bags and our products was really

cl ear.
Amanda
Thanks so much!
Adam
We'll call you back when we've made a decision. Please head back

to the conference room

AMANDA exits the office. ADAM cl aps his hands and RYAN and KI M
fist bunmp each other.

Ryan
| actually feel good about this.
Ki m

Same here. So far so good, Ryan! |If these are the type of people
I'I'l be working with, |1'm excited!

Adam
Marc's ent husi asm was outstandi ng and Amanda's pitch was one of

the best |'ve ever heard.

Ki m

Yeah they've really been inpressive.
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Ryan
I really think you'll find the one in time for the comerci al
shoot .

Adam

So far, your friends are getting passing grades.

Ryan

| see you've saved the best person for |ast.

Ki m
Are we going to be inpressed?

Ryan
Definitely.

Adam
"Il go get him

Li ghts down on ADAM s office. Lights up on the conference room
AMANDA enters.

Amanda

Marc, you were right.

Mar c

How so?
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Amanda

That wasn't that bad. They weren't too harsh on ne.

Mar ¢
Just wait until they get to the |ast person.
Amanda
Womp wonp wonp
JPT.

Seriously, you two. What is your problemwth me?

Mar c

We don't have a problemw th you

Amanda

We just know that you won't neet the qualifications.

Mar c

You haven't worked at a conpany in their marketing department.

.k

Don't you two get it? |'ve gone to Grad School and gotten ny
Master's Degree. |'ve been getting A's all throughout the

graduate program | know what |'m doi ng! Just because | haven't
spent the | ast however many years thinking up ad canpai gns for

mllion different conpanies on their payroll doesn't mean |
don't have a chance to do just that!
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ADAM enters, interrupting JT's yelling.

Adam

You with the giant banner. Come with me.

J. T.
At | ast.

Adam
Are you ready?

J. T.

You bet | am

JT shakes his head at AMANDA and MARC. Lights down on the
conference room Lights up on ADAM s office. He sets the banner
to the side and sits down in front of the desk. KIM and RYAN
have a visible ook of curiosity on their faces.

Adam

What's your nane?

J. T.

I'mJT. Nice to see you all.
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Adam
Wel come to Green Boxes, JT.

Ki m
We're glad to have you here.

Adam

We've been really inpressed with Ryan's other friends today. |
really hope you can wow Kimand | as well.

JLD

I'll do the best that | can.
Adam
To start off, why do you think you can create the new ad
canpai gn for Green Boxes?
J. T.
| feel like Green Boxes are a special type of product. One that

needs a great ad canpaign that really attracts customers to this
product. My idea can help do that.

Ki m

You're very energetic!

Adam

I like that. | really do.
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JLD.

I'm an energetic person. That's who | am

Adam

Any prior experience?

J. T.
I haven't worked for any conpanies in their marketing
department, if that's what you're asking.

Ki m

Then why are you here?

JLN.

| just graduated from Grad School with a 4.0 GPA and a Master's

Degree. | feel |ike working at my chil dhood friend' s conpany
woul d make hi m proud.

Adam
Very interesting.

Kim
It's your time to shine.

Adam

Let's do this!
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JLD.

I know you're the one conducting this interview, but can Ryan
weigh in too? | feel like it's very inportant.

Adam

You know what? He's only here for support, but since he's
al ready brought in two great applicants, he absolutely can!

(To RYAN) Don't mess anything up or distract himin any way?

Ryan

| won't.

RYAN gives JT a thumbs up. JT clears his throat and takes a deep
breath. Then he begins to talk.

JLN.

To begin, 1'd like to ask you three a sinple question. VWhat's
sonmet hi ng uni que about Green Boxes?

Adam
They're very conpact.

Ly
That's a good reason

Ki m

They're cheap to buy.
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JLD.

You' re right about that.

Ryan

They' re environmentally friendly.

L

That's the best answer yet!

JT gets out of his chair and retrieves his banner. He unrolls it
and hangs it up on the wall in back of him

Ki m

Cool banner!

J. T.

Absol utely. This product is 100% reusable and recycl abl e! That
is a huge deal these days, which is why nmy ad canpai gn focuses
on the catchphrase "Stay Environnentally Friendly. Stay Green."
But that's not all. This jingle will capture everyone's
attention!

(Singing) Green Boxes are the best They stand out fromall the
rest They're recycl abl e and conpact They never break and that's
a fact Green Boxes are the great choice |If you see what | mean
So stay environmentally friendly And al ways stay green

Everyone claps for JT.
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JLD.

So what did you think of that?

Adam

That was epic.

Ki m

| definitely agree. Make sure you write that down. You m ght
need that if you get picked.

J. T.
I'll do that.

Adam
You hit it out of the park.

J. T.

Whi ch part was the best, the banner or the song?

Ki m
Bot h were outstandi ng!
JPT.
Thanks so nuch!
Adam
We'll call you back when we make our final decision.
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JLD.

Sounds good.

JT | eaves.

Ryan

Wow. What a show. What do you two think? Adan? Kin?

Kim
Most definitely. We've been really inpressed with all of your
choi ces today. Great job.

Adam

After seeing all three of your friends and their presentations,
| have to say sonething to you

Ryan

VWhat is it?

Adam

Kim was right. You didn't deserve to get yelled at earlier
t oday.

Ryan

Yes | did. I've been underperformng for a long time. This
conpany hasn't been on the mark for nmonths and the sal es reports
definitely showed that. | totally deserved that outburst before

my firing.
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Adam
No you didn't. I'mthe CEO, but I'mnostly your friend. |I know
you have been struggling. I also know you and Ki m have been
wor ki ng as hard as you could. It's just that |'ve been so

stressed out given the state the conmpany is in at the nmonment. |
shoul d' ve been professional when | fired you two and | wasn't.
I'm extrenmely sorry.

Ryan

It's all good. Thanks for apologizing to us, Adam

Adam

You're wel conme. Thank you for suggesting three anmazi ng peopl e.
I'"'m confident that any of themis the right decision.

Ki m

Whoever gets chosen will be a lucky person. I'mreally excited
to get to work as soon as possi bl e!

Li ghts down on ADAM s office. Lights up on the conference room
AMANDA and MARC are | ooking sad.

Amanda

I'm feeling bad.

Mar c

Me too.
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Amanda

Why are you feeling bad?

Mar c

We crossed the line. We insulted JT.

Amanda

Yes we did. I'"mreally disgusted by my behavi or today.

Mar c

Who are we to judge someone with a master's degree?

Amanda

We don't have one.

Mar c

I magi ne i f Ryan heard about this.

Amanda

He'd kick us out. | know he woul d.

Mar c

JT would be the winner by default.

Amanda

I think we should apologize to him He deserves one.
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Yes he does. |'ve been thinking about that too.

Amanda

Hopefully he gets back here soon.

JT enters and sits down in his chair.

Amanda
So, how did it go?
J. T.
I thought it was good.
Amanda
You t hought ?
Mar c

What did everyone el se think?

chrly:

They liked it.

Amanda

That's good.

The Deadl i ne
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Mar c

I think we should all feel pretty good.

J. T.
Why should | believe you two? You haven't believed in ne all
day. \What changed?

Amanda

Well we had time to reflect on what we had said to you earlier
in the day.

Mar c
Amanda and | were wrong. We're really sorry for insulting you.

It doesn't matter how nuch you're qualified to get the job. You
just have to inpress the right people at the right time.

Amanda

To tell you the truth, we were jeal ous.

Mar c

As soon as you said you got a master's degree, we knew we were
out mat ched. You've done nore school than we have.

J. T.

Why didn't you two say anything?

Amanda

We didn't want to you feel that we didn't have a chance.
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JD.
| accept your apology. | also think that you two still have a
chance.

Amanda

How can we? They know what you've done.

Mar c

We' ve been working for years, but you've continued your
education. That's a great thing.

Amanda

If you win, we're proud of you.

J. T.
Are you serious?
Amanda
Absol utely.
Dl
No matter what happens, I'mglad | got to spend the past hour

with you two. You're honestly both pretty good people. Your
ideas are definitely creative, which is always a good thing.

Mar ¢

Thanks JT
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Amanda

You definitely have a bright mnd and a brighter future ahead of
you.

J. T.

Same to you two.

Li ghts down on the conference room Lights up on ADAM s offi ce.

Adam

Today definitely started on a |ow note, but so far it's been a
drastic turn around.

Kim
Al'l three were just so good.

Ryan
| know.

Adam

Sadly only one of them can work with you on the new commerci al ,
Ki m

Ki m

I know. That's the tough part.
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Adam

I want to pick all 3, but I can't. Only one is going to choose
t he new ad canpaign for the commerci al

Ryan

Do you think you have a wi nner?

Ki m

Absol utely. You thinking who |I'm thinking?

Adam
Yes | am

Ryan
You want to bring themin?

Adam

G adly

ADAM pi cks up a phone on his desk. He presses a button and then
starts to speak into it.

Adam

Amanda, JT, Marc. You three can come into ny office. W've nade
a deci sion.
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ADAM hangs the phone up. AMANDA, JT, and MARC enter the office.
They stand in front of the desk.

Ki m

Adam and | really didn't know what to expect when Ryan
reconmended you three to give us idea pitches for our new
commercial in such short notice. But you all blew us away.

Adam
Al'l of your ideas and presentations were top notch. However,
only one of you can become the assistant marketing manager for

Green Boxes and deci de the ad canpaign for the commercia
shooting tomorrow.

Ki m

The person who will work with me on the Green Boxes ad canpaign
for tomorrow s comercial shoot is..

Adam

JT!

JT jumps up and down. He hugs both AMANDA and MARC at the sane
time. Then he shakes the hands of ADAM, KIM and RYAN.

J. T.

I'mso thankful for this experience. Thank you very nuch!
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Ki m

Amanda, Adam and | | oved your distinction between our boxes and
regul ar boxes, and Marc, your creativity is second to none.

Adam
But JT, you really wowed us!
<L
Thank you so nuch.
Ki m
Your ad canpaign will ensure that our products will be

successful anywhere they are sold.

Adam
You really made us proud.
Everyone claps for JT.
Mar c
Thank you so much for this opportunity. 1'lIl be on the | ookout

for new advertisenents and merchandi se on your webpage, TV, and
social media! Great job JT!

Amanda

I"'mglad | got to present ny idea today. It was a great
experience. Congrats on your win JT!
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AMANDA and MARC exit.

J. T.

Wow. | honestly don't believe it.

Ryan

You al ways were very creative. Plus, you had a way with nusic
t hat no one else had. We should' ve known you'd be using that in
your favor.

J. T.

Definitely
Ki m
Once you finished that song, we knew you were the right choice.

Ryan

Wel come to the Green Boxes team

ch.rky:

Thank you all so nuch. Now what happens?

Adam

Come to the conference roonml | have a surprise for you. Kim
Ryan, you two conme as well.

scriptnore.com| 111



The Deadl i ne

Li ghts down on ADAM s office. Lights up on the conference room
It is filled with a banner that says "Congratul ati ons” on it and
a ton of ball oons.

Ryan

No way! You did all of this for hin?

Ki m

He deserves it!

Adam

He took the baseball and hit a grand slamwith his idea for our
new commer ci al .

Ryan
Congrats man!
Ju 2.
This is the best day of ny life. | can't believe you did all of
this for nme.
Adam
We sure did!
Ki m

I'"'mso excited to be working with you on this comerci al
t onor r ow!
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JLD.

Sanme here.

Adam

As for Ryan, we couldn't have done it without you.
Ki m
You gave us three exenplary candi dates.

Adam

We coul dn't have asked for anyone better. You really did a ton
for this conpany.

Ryan

I'"'m going out with my head held high, aren't 17?

Adam

You sure are. Thanks for everything.

Ryan

You're wel conme.

RYAN hugs ADAM and KIM then exits. ADAM s cell phone rings. He
answers it.
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What ? We have to filmit by the end of the day? Luckily we have

everything we need. Thanks. Bye.

ADAM hangs up his phone.

Ki m

VWhat is it?

Adam

The commercial has to be shot by today, not tonmorrow.

you confident that JT's song is going to work?

Ki m

Most definitely.

J. T.

Bei ng on TV has al ways been ny dream

Adam

Now get ready! You have no tine to waste!

Kim are

Li ghts down on the conference room Lights up on the exterior of

the Green Boxes building. JT is standing next to Green Boxes

with a microphone in his hand.
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Ki m
You ready for this?

J. T.
I know I am

Adam
Li ghts. Canera. ACTI ON!

JPT.

(Singing) Green Boxes are the best They stand out fromall the
rest They're recycl able and conpact They never break and that's
a fact Green Boxes are the great choice 60. |If you see what |
mean So stay environnentally friendly And al ways stay green.

Adam
CUT!

Jo+.
That was epic.

Kim
| loved that. | really do.

Adam

Hopefully the customers love it as nuch as we do.
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JLD.

Trust me. Wthin the first couple of hours, the rap is going to
be a hit. Everyone is going to be singing it!

Adam

I hope you're right. That means nore exposure for us!

Li ghts down on the exterior of Green Boxes headquarters. Lights
up on ADAM s office. ADAM JT, and KIM are gathered around a
comput er .

Adam

So now that it's the next day, let's check and see what everyone
i s saying about this new ad canpai gn!

Ki m
|''m sure everyone |loves it.
D
I hope they do. | think it's a pretty good song.
Adam
Think? | know it's a good song.
JUP.

Thi s whol e process has been exhilarating and honestly a | ot of
fun.
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Ki m

It's one of the best commercials we've put out. All thanks to
you.

J. T.

I wouldn't be here right nowif it wasn't for Ryan. He hel ped
get me in the door. Now |I'mthe new assistant marketing director
of Green Boxes.

Adam

The song did the trick! Have you seen what people have been
saying lately? The amount of press and news articles written
have been insane! "Green Boxes has risen from near bankruptcy
with a catchy new tune" rephrased 50 different times? That
headline will never get old.

JT's face turns bright red.

JPT.
I"mstill not used to all the exposure.

Adam
How conme? You shoul d be happy!

J. T.
| am happy, but it's still enbarrassing. Seeing my song on the
internet every time you open up Twitter or YouTube. | don't
think I'lIl ever get used to it.
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They all | augh. ADAM gets a huge smile on his face.

Adam

Well you're going to have to get used to it pretty fast. "Stay
Environnentally Friendly. Stay Green." is trending #1 on X, and
the ad is trending on YouTube. There's also a ton of videos on
bot h sides of people singing it.

JLD:
That's amazing. |'msure the song will stay with them for years
to cone.
ADAM and KI M cl ap.

Ki m

You really did an outstanding job on everything, JT!

Adam
We appreciate your great idea and your willingness to put all of
this together so fast.

J. T.

It was nothing, honestly.

ADAM scrolls down on the conputer. Hi s nouth gapes.
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JLD.

VWhat is it? Have | broken another record?

Adam

Our YouTube video has broken a mllion views!
J. T.

Are you serious?
Ki m

We posted it 2 hours ago. How could that be possible?

Adam

The power of JT and his energetic, catchy song.

J. T.

LET' S GO

Everyone starts junping around, hugging, and high fiving each
ot her.

JeT.

I've made a hit song!

Ki m

I'd say so
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ADAM suddenly shuts down the conmputer.

Ki m

VWhat was that for?

J. T.

Are we in some sort of trouble?

Adam
Nope. But | have bad news.

J. T.
What is it?

Adam

The cel ebration has to be cut short.

Ki m

Can't we celebrate for 5 more m nutes?

Adam

I wish. But the grind never stops. Especially now that we're
back in the green! As marketing director and assistant marketing
director, the ideas don't stop flowi ng. You two need to start

t hi nki ng of ideas about the next step in our ad canpaign. Maybe
expand the lyrics. Or find a new jingle. Whatever. Get your
ideas to me by the end of the month and we'll go from there.
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Ki m

Then let's get to worKk!
J. T.

We'll have sonething for you by the end of the week.
Ki m

Should we write it our ideas on paper or email themto you?

Adam

It doesn't matter. Just give ne a fresh take on the Stay
environmentally friendly, stay green prem se.

Ki m

We won't et you down.

J. T.

We prom se

KIM and JT | eave. They come back in a few seconds with a giant
box. It takes both of themto carry it.

Adam

VWhat's this?

Ki m

It says "For all of your hard work. From Ryan."
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ADAM | i ghts up.

Adam

There's no way-

ADAM ri ps open the box, unveiling an office chair.

J. T.

He kept his prom se. He actually got you a chair.
Ki m
It looks like the chair you already have.

Adam

But the one | have now is 10 years old. This chair is brand new.
Ryan didn't let nme down after all.

Ki m

Shoul d we hel p you take the old one out?

Adam
No, I'"lIl do it nmyself. You and JT should start planning the new
ad canpai gn.

Ki m

Are you sure?
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Adam
Yes
J. T.
See you | ater.
Ki m
Bye Adam Talk to you soon.
Adam
You two are the best. This conpany will be back on top before

you know it.

JT and KIM shake ADAM s hand. Lights down.
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