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Don't Mention the Dragon

Cast of Characters

An ol d knight with a repertoire of
adventures all ending horribly. Despite
this, he is still sure of hinmself and al
are sure of him He speaks confidently,
responds aggravatedly because ‘why weren’'t
you listening the first tine'?

The thirteenth squire of Sir Shining, and
t he nmost unsure so far. |Is being a knight
really as honorable as they make it out to
be? Even with knights and heroes for good,
happily ever afters are in short supply-
maybe it’s up to himto change that...

Daught er of the nost high king and she knows
it, at |least she thinks she knows until a
‘Dragon’ she thought was a good i dea nakes
her think otherw se.

The nost trusted lady in all of the |and,

her world revol ves around ‘ her highness’ and
“her highness’ can do no wong. Nothing in
this world nore inportant than the princess!

Life can be hard for a dragon, everyone

t hi nks you’re out to get them.which isn’t
wrong. Tiny hates anyone, anything and w ||
stop at nothing to destroy all! Right after
he’s had his turkey leg and tarts...

Fools are a surplus, but good jesters like
Truthfool are in short supply. Never m ssing
a chance to nmake a nockery of any situation
No matter the severity.

This is the young version of Sir Shining, a
real upstart! Although, a majority of his
bravery is definitely bravado— his nentor
“Sir Charming’ never really taught him much
besi des polishing arnor. But no one el se can
know t hat!

Sl ayer of Dragons, Mitilator of Malicious
Beasts, N ghtnmare of Wrns...there is none
braver, none nore just and none nore

al mghty than he. He is the greatest King
t here has been and ever will be.
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JACK

JCE:

TAVERN
TARA:

DAl SY:

ROYAL
CHEF:

STAFF:

Don't Mention the Dragon

Hs favorite stories involve unfortunate and
untinmely deaths. It’s a finely curated kind
of hunor non-peasants woul dn’t under st and.

Simlar to his best friend, a story is no
good unl ess soneone dies init. And a
“happily ever after’ ending is a waste of
time.right?

Owner, operator, and no nonsense

t aver nkeeper. She’s seen adventurers cone
and go and heard just about every story-
especially when it cones to patrons not
payi ng their tab!

As a castle servant she feels nobst unseen,
but this is okay because she’s rather shy
anyway. Though she dreans of a day where she
too could be a princess.

The nost renowned chef in the realm he
doesn’t talk rmuch, instead, he lets his
cooki ng do the speaking for him Is it good?
O course it’s good, the Royal Chef nade it.

Trut hf ool , Royal Chef, Daisy, and any
optional castle servants for ensenbl e.
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Synopsi s

An ol d knight tells the story of how he once knew a princess
t hat broke her father’s nost inportant rule. A rule about
dragons specifically, sonmething she should have known better
than to break since her father is the ‘Dragon Slayer.’ |In her
def ense, he did start off small and cute..though he certainly
doesn’t stay small and cute! Things go from bad to worse as a
kni ght, a lady in waiting, and a host of colorful characters
attenpt to rescue the princess without nmentioning the dragon!

Not e

Bi bli cal Reference: This is a story | felt conpelled to wite,
as someone who struggles believing that God’ s | ove outwei ghs his
hate for sin...yet Romans 8:31-39 is a rem nder that there is no
condemation for those in Christ Jesus. We are forever |oved,
even after our shortcom ngs.

Setting: A fantastical medieval adventure, inspired by dark
fantasy stories |ike Legend and The Dark Crystal. The stage is
presented in three parts; the tavern, the corridor, and the
Princess’s bedroom The wi ng of Stage Left should be the
tavern(wood beans, a cupboard of medi eval eatery, a counter for
Tara to stand at), the wing of Stage Right should be the
Corridor (cobblestone wall, torches..a castle hallway) and the
center stage should be the Princess’s Bedroom (we featured a
canopy bed as our centerpiece, and |ots of royal decor).

Costunmes: Most costumes can be crafted according to the
Director’s vision. Though it’s inperative that Young Shining and
Sir Shining’s costumes match up to 75% (Same base chain mail
shirt, and surcoat, but Sir Shining may have a cape, fancy belt
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and helmet). Tiny is again, up to the Director’s decision, in

t he debut production, Tiny had a dragon mask, gloves, wi ngs and
tail over black clothes, for the “large” Tiny, we created a
dragon puppet head. King Adonais shall always present as a male
ki ng, though can be played by any gender. We had a femal e King
Adonai s, but she wore a beard and did absol utely phenonmenal!
Have fun with the costunes!

Ensenbl e: This script was created for a smaller theater group,
t hough ensenmbl e can be added in as royal castle staff or tavern
patrons. Conmmon Joe and Jack’s lines can be spilt up to share
amongst a | arger group, or m xed for a smaller group.

Props: Three swords (one for King Adonais, one for Young Shining
and one for Sir Shining), Fake Food (especially turkey legs!), a
smal | medi eval book, and a | arge nedi eval book that Tiny can
tear up for a glossary. There are extra props listed throughout
the script that are optional, we ended up only using the swords,
books and fake food. Highly encouraged to have throwable itens
for Tiny in the Princess’s bedroom W had stuffed animals, fake
pi ctures and pill ows.

I nterm ssion Readers: The readers during interm ssion can be any
cast or ensenble nenbers of the director's choosing.

Sound: Offstage cast or stage crew can make the sounds, or
sounds can be selected and played according to the queues.
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ACT |

Scene 1

[Lights open on downstage |eft/w ng]

SI'R SHI NI NG

And that dear commoners..is the story of how ny seventh squire
perished..if only he had |listened when | told him. “Watch out for
that cliff.”

(Commoners all clap in awe)

COMVON JACK

Can we hear the one about the squire getting zapped by |ightning
agai n?

(Makes dramatic dying and frying noise)

COMVON JCE

I like the one about the squire that got squished by a giant!
(M mcs a stonping giant and squi shing noi ses)

TAVERN TARA

My favorite is the squire that didn't pay his tab an” so he got
left out in the cold and froze to deat h!

(Al but WULDBY quickly give coin to TAVERN TARA)

That' s better.
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WULDBY
Well, | don’t |like any of these stories.
COVVON JACK
Why not? They’re hil arious!
WULDBY

They all end with horrible deaths.

COMMON JCE

Only the squires die horrible deaths.

WULDBY
| am a squire.
COVMON JACK
(Lke a wince)
SIR SHI NI NG

But he’s not just any squire, he is Wil dby Anyman,

squire.

COMMON JACK & JOE: Thirteenth?

(Both laugh uncontroll ably)

Don'

t

Mention the Dragon

my thirteenth
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WULDBY

What’s so funny? Wait-You guys only |augh at horrible deaths, so
why are you | aughi ng now?

COVMON JCE

You' re squire number .. THI RTEEN

COVMMON JACK

The joke is actually writing itself and we're here to witness
it! You're destined-

(SI'R SHI NI NG qui ckly grabs COMMON JACK and covers his mouth)

SI'R SHI NI NG

Destined for glory! Serving his great, honorable, hunble,
handsone, amazing, and fantastic liege— me, Sir Shining, on ny
various quests of which |I have many stories that don’'t include
the death of a squire.

(Lets go of COMMON JACK)

COMVON JACK

But those are the best ones!

COMVON JCE

Li ke the one you told us about the squire getting-—
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(SI'R SHI NI NG qui ckly grabs COMMON JOE and nmuffles himwith a

hand as COMMON JOE uses visceral body | anguage)

COMVON JCE

—and the giant eagle took what was left and flew away...

SI R SHI NI NG
| don’t renmenmber that one.
WULDBY
I’ m gonna be sick
TAVERN TARA

O! Sir Shining, you know one you haven't told in a while? That

dragon one!

(She wal ks over with a bucket and hands it to WULDBY)

COMVON JACK, JOE, WJULDBY: Dragon one?

TAVERN TARA

Yeah, that one's ny favorite, tell it why don’t you?

COVMMON JACK

Ooo! Is this another “squire gets eaten,” story?
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COMVON JCE

Eaten by a dragon? Huzzahhhhh!

(WULDBY qui ckly ducks head into bucket and gets sick)

SI R SHI NI NG

Oh stop it! Dragons are nothing to huzzah about! Have you ever
seen a dragon?

COMMON JACK

COVMON JCE

That’ s cause dragons ain't even real ...

SI'R SHI NI NG

| assure you, they are very real .. and very dangerous. They cone
only to steal, kill, and destroy. You re very |ucky you’ve never
seen one- for if you do, you best lock your doors and wi ndows
and pray that it |eaves you be. Which is the exact opposite of
what Princess Adora of the O d Kingdomdid...

Scene 2
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[Lights come up on downstage right/wing while lights stay up on
downst age | eft/w ng.]

(I'n the corridor YOUNG SHI NING is seen standing with KING
ADONAI S, TRUTHFOOL is | eaned against the wall with a set of
cards showi ng them to DAISY, ROYAL CHEF, and LADY PRI M as they
listen in.)

SIR SHI NI NG

Once upon a time, only a few years ago...

TAVERN TARA

Are you sure that’s only a few years ago? You |l ook so young!
don’t even think |I was born yet!

SI'R SHI NI NG

Al right fine, once upon a tinme, long long ago, in the Od

Ki ngdom New y kni ghted, | had come under the enploy of a

Ki ng—ot just any King, but King Adonais, the slayer of dragons
big and smal | .

See, there was a tinme when dragons ran anmuck. Stealing,
hoar di ng, and destroying anything and everything. Dragons were
gregarious |like that.

Finally, King Adonais said enough was enough and slayed so many
dragons that the kingdom feasted for years on dragon neat
al one.

He then nmade a decree that if ever anyone saw a dragon...t hey
were to tell himimmediately so he may slay the beast, and if
anyone didn't.they’'d surely die.
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YOUNG SHI NI NG

It’s an honor to be standing next to you your majesty, you're
t he slayer of dragons—nmutilator of malicious beasts, nightmare

of wyrms—

KI NG ADONAI S

Yes! Yes, | am quite renowned..but as are you Sir Shining. |’ ve
heard of your feats as a squire assisting Sir Charm ng on his

peril ous quests. How you rescued princesses, saved dansels in

di stress, earned the favor of maidens everywhere.

YOUNG SHI NI NG

Oh, that part wasn’t me, that was Sir Charm ng that did all that
sire.

KI NG ADONAI S

..Then what did he tell nme you did?

YOUNG SHI NI NG

| polished his arnor.

KI NG ADONAI S

That’s right! You polished the arnor.

YOUNG SHI NI NG

I also shined his swords and bl ades, buffed out scratches on his
shield, kept his noble steed fed and watered...but | never
personal ly assisted on a quest of his. He said I'd ‘dull his

gal l antry’.
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TRUTHFOCL

Yawnnn, how d you even become a knight? Slayed a nasty stain
with sonme el bow grease?

(Al'l STAFF | augh and playfully chide with TRUTHFOOL)

KI NG ADONAI S

Silence jester, he comes highly commended all the same. Sir
Shining, | don't need gallantries—+n fact, a dutiful servant is
preferred.

YOUNG SHI NI NG

I am at thy service.

( Bows)

KI NG ADONAI S
I must journey to a neighboring kingdom |’ve been asked to help
clear out a dragon nest.while | am gone, | entrust my castle, ny

staff, but nost inportantly my daughter, Princess Adora, to you.
Guard these things with your life Sir Shining.

YOUNG SHI NI NG

These things you ask of me shall be done.

(Bows agai n)
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Don't Mention the

SI'R SHI NI NG

(Sol emn; staring at tankard)

And so | did, and the hall went quiet. Staff did their chores,

t he Chef nmade meal after meal for that gl uttonous beast, and

Pri ncess Adora.well, she stopped tal king to anyone. Her door
never opened again...at |east not during nmy enploy. | wrote ny
final letter, never mentioning the dragon, and when King Adonais
returned..l could barely look himin the face.

(Passes another coin to TAVERNA TARA — COMMON JOE and JACK rise
to | eave)

WULDBY
No. No. no.that’s not the end of the story, that can’t be! You
t wo
(Points to Common Joe and Jack)

Sit back down! It’'s not over!

SI R SHI NI NG

Al right how s about this
(Clears throat to start again)
| got paid, then | left and never | ooked back, that’s the end.

(Al'l but WULDBY cl ap)

Dr agon

scriptnore.com| 55



Don't Mention the Dragon

WJLDBY
That’s the end? So to this day, Princess Adora could still be
| ocked up in her chanmber with a dragon and no one is going to do
anyt hi ng?
(Al'l shrug)

SI'R SHI NI NG

What is there to be done? She doesn’t want hel p.

WULDBY
But you’'re a knight, in shining armor, you re supposed to help
princesses!
SI R SHI NI NG

No, that was Sir Charm ng, and even he wasn’t that charm ng
because he had halitosis.

COVWON JOE
My mom had t hat.

COVMMON JACK
My condol ences.

COVWON JOE

She’s still alive!

(Both rise to | eave and push past WJILDBY to go offstage)
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WULDBY

Well, if you're not going to do anything— I will!

SI'R SHI NI NG

Oh pl ease, you? Slay a dragon? Rescue a princess?

(VMWUJLDBY grabs Shining’s sword and runs offstage—SI R SHI NI NG
foll ows)

Scene 9

[Lights black out, then rise blue on center stage and downst age
right/w ng]

(PRI NCESS ADORA stands trapped by a dragon’s tail-a dragon's
body is seen by the bed, but no head)

WULDBY
(Runs into the corridor and desperately begins banging on the
door)

Pri ncess Adora! Are you in there!? Don't worry, I'mgoing to
save youl!

SI R SHI NI NG

Are you mad Wil dby!? That’'s a dragon in there! A Dragon you
i di ot!

(Begins pulling WILDBY - WULDBY fights back)
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WJLDBY
I don’t care! I’m going to save her— even if you won’t!
SI'R SHI NI NG

Wil dby, She’s probably already dead! Long been dead- dead, dead,
dead!

(KI NG ADONAI S enters without their know ng)

KI NG ADONAI S

Who' s al ready dead?

WULDBY, SIR SHI NI NG King Adonai s!
(SIR SHI NI NG t akes a knee, WULBY returns to the door to break it
down)

WULDBY

Your daughter your majesty!

KI NG ADONAI S

My Daughter? What’'s the meaning of this Sir Shining? It’'s been
years since |’ve seen you, but here you are as your squire
charges in banging on nmy daughter’s door

SI R SHI NI NG
Forgive nme your majesty, | told a story about nmy tinme working
here— | may not have been totally forthcomng in the letters |

sent.
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KI NG ADONAI S

Most were very nmundane-wel |l except your final letter.

WILDBY

(Rushes up to KI NG ADONAI S)
What did it say? The final letter.did he tell you?
KI NG ADONAI S
Not that you need to know Squire, but he told me of how the

Pri ncess never wi shed to speak to nme again, nor |eave her room
and he was none the wi ser as to why.

WULDBY

That’s what you wrote in your final letter?

SI R SHI NI NG
Well, |- what was | supposed to do?
( St ands)

KI' NG ADONAI S

Ever since then, ny daughter hasn’t stepped foot outside of her

chambers. | came home with gifts for her, and she told me to ‘go
away’' . It’s been years...there’s not a nmonment that passes where |
don’t think of her. | wonder Squire, what story did this knight

tell you that he failed to tell me? What tale could make a w npy
knave such as yoursel f— charge through a castle and attenpt to
break down a princess’s door?
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WULDBY

(Looks over at SIR SHI NI NG-who shakes his head)

The princess..has been trapped in her chambers by a dragon.

Kl NG ADONAI S
VWhat!? Al this tinme?
WULDBY
Yes.
Kl NG ADONAI S

Sir Shining, is this true?

SI'R SHI NI NG

It is your majesty, and | wanted to tell you-— but the princess
begged nme not to.

KI NG ADONAI S

She did? And why’'s that?

[ Dragon Roar soundFX]

[Li ghts go red]
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TI NY

(Rears head from stage left)

Because She’s the one that invited ne in, if you can believe it-—
your own daughter has been hiding me in her room for years.

(KI NG ADONAI' S goes to step in)

TI NY
Ah ah ah, come any closer and I’'lI|l squeeze her |ights out!
KI NG ADONAI S
And suffer my wrath?
TI NY
Ahh, you're right. Maybe 1'Il let you do the honors, after all-

PRI NCESS ADORA

‘“Whosoever does not tell the king of any dragon spotted, wil
surely die.’

TI NY

And | think | was a surprise, wasn’t |1? So you know what t hat
means, adi eu Adora!

(KI NG ADONAI' S stunbles up to his daughter, in disbelief and
grieving over her state)
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WULDBY

Not if I can help it! Foul beast!

(Runs in with sword drawn and goes to attack)

SI R SH NI NG
Wul dby, no!
(Choreo’ d Fight)
Scene 10
TI NY

You pest! Stop that!
(Knocks WULDBY back with a t hud-WULDBY | ands i ncapacit at ed)

SI R SHI NI NG

WULDBY!

(Goes to WULDBY's side as TINY rears head over them)

TI NY

Thirteenth Squire? Hah, that’s rather on the nose isn't it?
Al ways destined to die weren’t you?

WILDBY

(To SIR SHI NI NG)

You said | was destined for G ory-—
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SI'R SHI NI NG

And you are- you're going to be Sir Wil dby Anyman, rescuer of

pri ncesses and sl ayer of dragons. Something |I never was. |’ve
never had a squire become a knight.until you.
WULDBY

But I’ m not a knight.

SI R SHI NI NG
Not yet, you have to stay alive to be one. We'll just patch you
up and-
WULDBY
I don't really want to be a knight.l think I want to be a
storyteller.like you. Except I'Il tell stories with happy
endi ngs.

(Goes faint—-SIR SHINING i s saddened over hi m-TI NY | aughs)

KI NG ADONAI S

Ador a, what have you done..?

PRI NCESS ADORA

|"m sorry father, he started off harnl ess, but then he grew and
he became too much. | know |I should have known better— and now
you'll have to kill me, according to your decree. And | won't
fight you because | deserve nothing |ess..
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KI NG ADONAI S

Oh my dear Adora, is that what he’'s told you? Dragons come only

to Steal, Kill and Destroy. When | said, ‘Whosoever does not
tell the king of any dragon spotted, will surely die.” It’s
because Dragons kill, not |I. | come so that you may have life

and have it abundantly.

[ Growl SoundFX3]

TI NY

Sappy! | hate sappy, all of you-— the wi npy squire, the washed up
kni ght, the sickly princess, the-

(KI NG ADONAI' S stands firmin front of the dragon head/ Tl NY)

KI NG ADONAI S

Go ahead beast, say what you will about me, we both know it
won’'t be true. You thrive off of lies and secrecy. Hiding your
face from nme because you know, with one word frommy I|ips,
you’' I'l vanish, nmelt into nothing.

TI NY

And so what, you’ve got enough love to forgive a treasonous
daught er but not enough to absolve nme? What if | wanted | ove and
acceptance?
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KI NG ADONAI S

But you don’t want | ove and acceptance, Dragons never do. They
want destructi on.

TI NY

Guilty as charged.

[ Thunder SoundFX]

(TINY goes to attack but is slain by KING ADONAI'S, Head and Tai
qui ckly slide fromthe stage, |eaving PRINCESS ADORA | ayi ng on
the floor—-weakly trying to stand)

PRI NCESS ADORA

Fat her ?

KI NG ADONAI S

Ador al

PRI NCESS ADORA

I”m so sorry Father

KI NG ADONAI S

I know you are, but open your eyes, and see the shane is no
more. And while there will always be Dragons...l will always be
here to slay them
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[Lights black out all |eave stage, |lights open on downstage
[ eft/wi ng]

(In the tavern, sitting with a cast is WILDBY, there’'s TAVERNA
TARA, COMMON JOE and COMMON JACK all listening to his story as
he reads from a book and a quill)

WILDBY

So even though the Princess broke her father’s npbst sacred rule,
it didn't change his love for her—-and when she finally confessed
her father was quick to forgive her. And while there will always
be Dragons, he will always be there to slay them For her, for
me, and for you..the end.

(Cl oses the book)

(Al cl ap)

COMVON JCE

You know, | guess happy endings ain't all bad- am | supposed to
have a warm fuzzy, feelin’ in the depths of my bein’ though?

COMVON JACK

Aw—if you’'re gonna barf do it that way!

COMVON JCE

| ain't gonna barf! | don’t feel sick! | feel.good.like mybe
life could be roses and fancy rats.
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COVMON JACK
Hey, I'mfeelin” that way too! Are you sure you ain't sick?
Cause whatever you got, | got and that’s how sickness worKks.
WULDBY
That’ s al so how hope worKks.
TAVERN TARA
Yeah, that’s the word. Hope! |I'mfeeling hopeful- how d your
story do that?
WULDBY

It’s not so much nmy story, it's the retelling of the age-old
story...about a Savior whom death could not hold, who saves us
not only fromthe schemes of evil, but from ourselves. And not
only does he save us, but he |oves us. That savior is Jesus
Christ, and in his own words ‘The thief cometh not, but for to
steal, and to kill, and to destroy: | am come that they m ght
have |ife, and that they m ght have it nore abundantly.’

(SI'R SHI NI NG ent ers)

SI'R SHI NI NG

Wil dby, it’s time to go.

COMVON JACK

I thought you gave up on bein’ a squire.
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WULDBY

(Starts packing to | eave)

| did, but soneone has to wite down the heroic tales of “Sir
Shining the Kni ght in Shining Arnor’

(SI'R SHI NI NG cl ears throat)

“Sir Shining the Knight in Shining Armor and Mentioner of
Dragons.’

SIR SHI NI NG
Never again shall | let a dragon go unnentioned, for | have a
King who is quick to slay them and I know that now Speaking of
ki ngs, Wil dby, 1’ve been called upon for a quest, but the

journey is perilous so | mght need you to do some ‘squire’
wor k..as well as writing.

(Goes offstage left talking to WIULDBY as Tavern group returns to
their idling)

Fade to Bl ackout — cast go center stage
g g
[Lights rise center stage for curtain call]
[ Fade again to Bl ackout]

END
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